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* by oneThird than itis at prefent; and we thall 
¢ content our felf with not quite one Fifth Part 
¢ of the Current Cath of our loving Subjéés; 

which will but barely fuffice to clear the In- 
tereft of thofe Sums in which we {tand in- 
debted to our moft dear Brother and ancient 
Ally. We are glad of this Opportunity of 
thewing fuch an Inffance of our Goodne(s to 
our Subjects, by this our Royal Edi&, which 
fhall be Read in every. Parifh Church of Great- 
Britain, immediately after the Celebration of 
‘High Mafs. FOR SUCH IS OUR PLEA- 
‘ SURE. 
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N°. 19. Friday, February 24. 


Palchrum eft bene facere reipublice ; etiam bene 


dicere baud abfurdum ef,  Sall. 


T* has been ufuak thefe many Years for Wri- 
ters, who have approved the Scheme of Go- 
vernment which has taken Place, to explain to 
the People the Reafonabienefs of thofe Prin- 
ciples which have prevailed, and to juftify the 
Condu& of thofe, who a@-in Confirmity to 
fuch Principles. It therefore happens well for 
the Party which is undermoft, when a Work 
of this Nature falls ‘into the Hands of thofe 
who content themfelves to attack their Prin- 
ciples, without expofing their Perfons, or fin- 
gine out any particular Obje&ts for Satyr and 
Ridicule. his Manner of Proceeding is no 
inconfiderable Piece of Merit in Writers, who 

are 
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are often more influenc’d bya Defire of Fame, 
than a Regard to the publick Good; and who, 
by this Means, lofe many fair Opportunities of 
fewing their own Wit, or of gratifying the 
jil-Nature of their Readers. 

When a Man thinks a Party engaged in fuch 
Meafures as tend to the Ruine of his Coun- 
trey, it is certainly a very laudable and virtu- 
ous A&tion in him to make War after this Man- 
ner upon the whole Body. But as feveral Ca- 
fuifts are of Opinion, that in a Battel you fhou’d 
difcharge upon the Grofs of the Enemy, with- 
out levelling your Piece at any particular Per- 


fon; fo in this Kind of Combat alfo, I cannot: 


think it fair to aim at any one Man, and make 


his Charaéter the Mark of your Hoftilities. There. 


is now to be feen. in the Caftle of Milan, a Can- 
non-Bullet, infcribed, This to the Mare{chal de 
Grequi, which was the very Ball that fhot him. 
An Author who points his Satyr at a Great Man, 
is to be looked upon in the fame View with the 
Engineer who fignalizéd himfelf by this unge- 
nerous Praétice. 

But as the Spirit of the Whigs and Taries 
thews itfelf, upon every Occafion, to be very 
widely different from one another ; fo is it par- 
ticularly vifible in the Writings of this Kind, 
which have been publifhed by each Party. The 
latter may, indeed, affign one Reafon to juttify 
themfelves in this Practice ; that, having nothing 


of any Manner of Weight to offer againft the. 


Principles of their Antagonifts, if they {peak at 
all, it muft be againft their Perfons. When 
they cannot refute an Adverfary, the fhortett 

ay is to libel him; and to endeavour art the 


aNaking his Perfon odious, when they cannot: 


seprefent,his Notions as abfurd. 
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The Examiner was aPaper, in the lat Reigy, 
which was the Favourite-Work of the Party. 
It was ufher’d into the World by a: Letter from 
a Secretary of State, fetting forth the great Ge- 
nius of the Author, the Ufefulnefs of his De- 
fign, and the mighty Confequences that were 
to be expeéted from it. It is faid to havebeen 
‘written by thofe among ’em whom they looked 
upon as their moft celebrated Wits and Politi- 
cians, and was difperfed into all Quarters oi 
the Nation with great Induftry and Expence. 
Who would not have expeéted, that at lealt the 
Rules of Decency and Candour would be oo 
ferved in fuch a Performance? But inflead oi 
this, you faw. all the great Men, who had done 
eminent Services to their Countrey but a few 
Years before, draughted out one by one, and 
baited in their Turns. No Sanctity of Charac- 
ter, or Privilege of Sex, exempted Perfons from 
this barbarous Ufage. Several of our Prelates 
were the ftanding Marks of publick Raillery, 
and many Ladies of the firft Quality branded 
by Name for Matters of Faé, which as thev 
were falfe, were not heeded, and if they haa 
been true, were innocent. The Dead them- 
felves were not fpared. And here 1 cannot 
torbear taking Notice of a Kind of Wit which 
has lately grown into Fafhion among the Ver- 
lifiers, Epigrammati(ts, and other Authors, who 
think it fufficient to diftinguifh themfelves by 
their Zeal for what they call the High-Church, 
while they fport with the moft tremendous Parts 
of Revealed Religion. Every one has feen E- 
pigrams upon the deceafed Fathers of ourChurch, 
where the whole Thought has turned upon Hell- 
Fire. Patriots, who ought to be remember’d 
with Honour by their Pofterity, have been in- 
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troduced as Speakers in a State of Torments. 


There is fomething dreadful even in repeating 
thefe execrable Pieces of Wit, which no Man 
who really believes in another Life, can perule 
without Fear and Trembling. It is aftonithing 
to fee Readers who call themfelves Chriftians, 
applauding fuch Diabolical Mirth, and feeming 
to rejoyce in the Doom which is pronounced 
againft their Enemies, by fuch abandoned 
Scriblers. A Wit of this Kind, may with great 
Truth be compared to the Fool in the Proverbs, 
who plays with Arrows, Fire-brands and Death, 
and fays, am I not i Sport ? 

I mutt, in Juftice to the more fober and con- 
fiderate of that Party, confefs, that many of 
them were highly fcandalized at that Perfonal 
Slander and Reflection which was flung out fo 
freely by the Libellers of the laft Reign, as well 
as by thofe profane Liberties which have been 
fince continued. And as for thofe who are ei- 
ther the Authors or Admirers of fuch Compofi- 
tions, | would have them confider with them- 
felves, whether the Name of a good Church- 
man can attone for the want of that Charity 
which is the moft effential Part of Chriftianicy. 
They would likewife do well to refle&t, how, 
by thefe Methods, the Poifon has run freely into 
the Minds of the Weak and Ignorant ; height- 
ned their Rage againft many of their Fellow- 
Subjeéts ; and almoft divefted them of the com- 
mon Sentiments of Humanity. 

In the former Part of this Paper, I have 
hinted that the Defign of it is to oppofe the 
Principles of thofe who are Enemies to the pre- 
fent Government, and the main Body of that 
Party who efpoufe thofe Principles. But even 
in fuch general Attacks there are certain =e 
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fures to be kept, which may have a Tendency 
rather to gain, than to irritate thofe who differ 
with you in their Sentiments. The Examiner 
would not allow fuch as were of a contrary 
Opinion to him, to be either Chriftians or Fel- 
low-Subjeéts. With him they were all Atheitts, 
Deifts, or Apoftates, and a feparate Common- 
Wealth among themfelves, that ought either to 
be extirpated, or, when he was in a better Hv- 
mour, only to be banifhed out of their Native 
Countrey. They were often put in mind of 
fome approaching Execution, and therefore all 
of them advifed to prepare themfelves for it, as 
Men who had then nothing to take care. of, 
but how to die decently. In fhort, the Exam- 
ner feemed to make no diftinGtion between Con- 
gueft and Deftruétion. 

The Conduct of this Work has hitherto been 
regulated by different Views, and fhall continue 
to be fo; unlefs the Party it has to deal with, 
draw upon themfelves another kind of Treat- 
ment. For if they fhall perfift in pointing 
their Batteries againft particular Perfons, there 
are no Laws-of War, that forbid the making 
of Reprifals. In the mean time, this Undcr- 
taking fhall be managed with that generous 
Spirit which was fo remarkable among the Av- 
mans, who did not fubdue a Countrey in order 
to put the Inhabitants to Fire and Sword, but 
to incorporate them into their own Commu- 


nity, and make them happy in the fame Govern 


ment with themfelves. 








